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Celine MacDougall

We are here this evening because of Polly Parsons. It was she who began 

Literacy Volunteers of Clinton County in 1972. And it is in her memory that we mark and celebrate the efforts of those who have carried on her work, who have continued to bring literacy to adults in Clinton County, who have given their time, their energy, their compassion and intelligence to people for whom reading is a special challenge.

Tonight we present the Polly Parsons Award to Celine MacDougall. While the reasons for giving this award to Celine are obvious to those of us involved in Literacy Volunteers, let me share just some of the gifts she has given, freely and constantly, over the years not only to the students she tutored, but all of us.

Celine was born in Quebec. A musician, she studied voice, piano and music education in Canada, where she met her husband, Bruce. Celine, who has four children and five grandchildren, has continued to teach piano, and was for many years the president of the Clinton County Piano Teachers Association.

She also teaches exercise to senior citizens at the City Recreation Center, is a member of the Adirondack Mountain Club, volunteers for Family Promise, serves on the Ministry for the Environmental Stewardship at St. Peter's Church, and sleeps at the shelter when her presence is needed. With all this activity, it's good that she also takes yoga.

When Celine immigrated to the United States, she spoke only French. So 

perhaps she understands especially well the difficulty of being thrust into a world where the language one learns as a child is not enough.

Here at Literacy Volunteers, beginning in 1999, Celine has tutored learners who also came to America unable to speak English. Yes, she worked with learners from Canada's Quebec, like herself. But not only Canada - also Chad, China, India, Morocco, Rwanda, Syria, Venezuela. Learners from Africa and Asia, North and South America - have learned to read English because of Celine MacDougall.

But reading isn't the only world Celine opens up for her learners. If Celine MacDougall is your tutor, you will certainly learn to read, but you will also get up out of your chair because she will get you involved in biking, hiking, and gardening. And you won't rest in the winter because she'll have you out cross-country skiing or snowshoeing. You'll also find yourself at lectures and concerts at Plattsburgh State.

Then, like Celine, you will give back to the community - a learner from 

Quebec will give a violin concert at the North Country Cultural Center; a learner from Syria will tutor in math and French; a learner from Venezuela will develop a Spanish conversation group for local adults.

You're not finished. With Celine, you will clean up the streets to celebrate Earth Day.

Celine's contributions are so obvious, so impressive, that they've been 

noticed well beyond Clinton County.

In 2003, Celine was chosen as the National Tutor of the Year, receiving 

ProLiteracy's Ruth J. Colvin and Frank C. Laubach award. There were 1200 nominees that year, but I don't think there was really much of a contest.

In giving her the award, ProLiteracy President Robert Wedgeworth said Celine helps her learners "build a real place for themselves and their families in the community."

Senator Charles Schumer has told us that Celine "has given her all educating her students."

But I think the best description of Celine MacDougall comes from someone closer to home, our own Elisabeth Kevorkian, who says "Celine is a one-stop rescue center."

This evening, we all express our admiration and our gratitude to a woman who has given so much to all of us - her family, her learners, her community.

It is my honor to present the 2010 Polly Parsons award to Celine MacDougall.

